KEARSLEy 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


stfnnuaf  Tfeport 

FOR  1905. 

BY 

J.  C EAMES,  M.D„ 

(MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH), 
AND 

GEORGE  WALSH, 

(INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES), 


ISSUED  BY 

THE  KEARSLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL , 

FEBRUARY, , 1906. 

t~ ’■r  ▼ ▼ t t f t t t t t ▼ t t t t ▼ t v v t r t t* 

FARN WORTH  : 


R.  Cooke,  Printer,  &c.,  Russell  Street  Works. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29708254 


Jifle&ioal  (Officer’s  Report. 


Barnfield  House,  Stoneclough, 
February  22nd,  1906. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Iiearsley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

1 am  very  pleased  to  say  that  my  Annual  Report 
for  1905  is  much  better  than  that  for  the  previous  year, 
and  in  some  respects  the  best  I have  given  you.  Our 
Death  rate  is  one  of  the  lowest,  being  only  14*1  against 
17' 5 for  1904.,  and  an  average  for  the  last  ten  years  of 
17 ’2.  Oar  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease,  30  against 
120  in  1904,  and  an  average  for  the  previous  six  years 
(/.<?.,  since  they  became  compulsory)  of  96*6.  Our  Infant 
Death  rate  was  172,  against  229  in  1904  and  an  average 
for  ten  years  of  189. 

Perhaps  the  worst  feature  is  the  continued  fall 
in  the  Birth  rate,  which  is  only  25*5,  the  lowest 
we  have  had,  and  about  one-third  less  than  that  of 
even  ten  years  ago.  This,  however,  is  common  throughout 
the  country,  and  would  be  of  less  importance  if  the  Infant 
Death  rate  could  be  diminished  in  a like  proportion.  It 
should  not  be  above  7 5,  so  it  is  still  double  what  it  should 
be.  It  is  a subject  to  which  I have  directed  your  attention 
for  many  years,  and  I am  glad  to  say  the  public  seems  now 
roused  to  its  importance.  The  Local  Government  Board 
have  this  year  issued  for  the  first  time  what  will,  I believe, 
be  a most  valuable  table  requiring  full  details  regarding  it, 
our  newspapers  and  popular  magazines  contain  important 
articles  on  it,  and  I have  little  doubt  the  result 
will  be  means  being  found  to  effect  an  improvement. 
What,  in  my  opinion,  these  are  I have  often  given  you, 
but  the  subject  is  of  such  great  importance  that  I venture 
to  do  so  again.  The  ignorance  of  mothers  as  to  the  proper 
feeding  and  bringing  'up  of  children  must  be  removed  ; 


perhaps  this  could  best  be  done  by  the  appointment  of 
female  inspectors.  A supply  of  pure  cow’s  milk  must  be 
provided  for  cases  where  the  mother’s  is  not  available. 
Mothers  must  be  prevented  going  to  the  mill  for  some 
months  before,  and  for  six  months  after  the  child  is  born  ; 
when  necessary  such  mothers  must  be  helped  by  rations  of 
food  and  milk.  More  attention  must  be  paid  to  the 
hygienic  state  of  the  houses  and  their  surroundings. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  1905  was 
134,  or  a rate  of  14.1  per  1000  per  annum,  taking  the 
population  at  the  very  moderate  estimate  of  9500.  Four 
occurred  in  public  institutions  outside  the  district,  of  those 
belonging  to  it.  The  number  of  children  under  one  was 
42,  which  gives  a rate  of  172  to  every  1000  born  in  the 
district  ; 17  were  between  one  and  five  ; 3 between  5 and 
15  ; 4 between  15  and  25  ; 41  between  25  and  65  ; and 
31  over  65.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  caused  17  against 
28  in  1904,  Diarrhoea  13  against  23,  Congenital  Debility 
10  against  15,  Heart  Disease  9 against  9,  Consumption  6 
7,  Cancer  5 against  3,  Measles  4 against  0,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Accidents  3 each  against  8 and  5 ; and 
Typhoid  Fever  and  Alcholism  2 each  against  0. 

Most  Deaths  took  place  in  January,  16,  and  in 
December,  15  ; and  fewest  in  March,  6,  and  February  and 
July,  7. 

The  Notifications  were  30  against  120  in  1904, 
18  were  of  Scarlet  Fever,  14  being  in  the  first  six  months  ; 
8 Avere  of  Typhoid,  the  first  being  in  May  and  one  in  each 
month  since,  except  June  none  and  August  2 ; 2 were  of 
Diphtheria,  one  each  in  February  and  March  ; there  was 
also  one  each  of  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  Births  were  243,  134  males  and  109  females, 
against  257  in  1904.  This  gives  a rate  of  only  25.5,  and 
increase  of  Births  over  Deaths  of  only  105  against  an 
average  of  about  150  in  the  years  from  1885  to  1900. 

The  Zymotic  rate  from  the  seven  principal  con- 
tagious diseases  Avas  2.5  against  3 in  1904.  Diarrhoea 


in  children  is  again,  as  usual,  the  chief  cause,  giving 
rise  to  13  out  of  the  24  deaths,  Measles  to  4,  and  Whooping 
Cough  3.  Scarlet  Fever  caused  one,  or  just  a twenty  - 
fourth,  and  I find  the  total  Deaths  from  it  for  the  last  ten 
years  have  been  15,  giving  a rate  of  .16  per  1000  per 
annum,  and  yet  we  are  urged  to  spend  hundreds  of  pounds 
per  year  in  sending  these  cases  to  hospital.  I gave  you 
my  reasons  for  thinking  such  action  futile  if  not  distinctly 
harmful  some  twenty  months  ago,  and  since  then  we  have 
sent  none  and  yet  had  much  fewer  cases  than  ever  before. 
In  no  single  instance  do  I believe  there  to  have  been  a 
spread  from  any  case  after  it  had  been  reported,  though 
there  have  been  as  many  as  8,  9,  and  10  inmates  of  the 
houses  where  it  appeared.  How  different  our  experience 
was  when  cases  returned  from  hospital  you  will  remember. 
It  has  been  said  that  notification  without  hospital  treatment 
was  no  good,  but  such  was  far  from  being  so.  Each  case 
reported  has  been  at  once  and  repeatedly  visited  by  your 
Xuisance  Inspector.  He  has  given  printed  and  verbal 
advice  as  to  the  isolation  of  the  patient,  done  his  best  to  see 
that  such  instructions  were  carried  out,  and  finally  carefully 
fumigated  the  rooms  in  use.  To  his  efforts  we  may 
chiefly  attribute  the  remarkably  good  results.  I believe 
if  the  same  course  were  followed  with  Measles,  a disease 
causing  more  than  double  the  mortality,  we  should  greatly 
diminish  its  amount,  and,  amongst  other  benefits,  escape 
the  periodical  closure  of  schools  now  so  common.  I do 
not  imagine  our  present  happy  state  of  immunity  will 
continue.  The  disease  comes  in  waves,  and  when  one  is 
breaking  over  us  no  amount  of  hospital  treatment  will  stop 
it. 

Diarrhoea  is  a subject  of  far  more  importance.  I 
find  during  the  last  ten  years  that  it  has  caused  118 
Deaths,  nearly  eight  times  as  many  as  Scarlet  Fever.  This 
gives  a Death  rate  of  1*2,  or  a good  half  of  our  Zymotic 
rate  for  the  same  period.  On  its  amount  practically 
depends  both  that  rate  and  our  infant  mortality,  as  half  or 
even  more,  of  that  is  also  due  to  it.  Dr.  Martin,  of  Gorton, 
some  years  ago  advanced  the  theory,  which  is  now 
generally  accepted  as  correct,  that  it  was  chiefly  due  to 


the  poisoning  o£  food  by  matter  carried  by  flies  from  privy  - 
middens  and  other  accumulations  of  dirt.  For  some  years 
we  have  tried  to  reduce  its  amount  by  the  distribution  of 
circulars  during  the  autumn  months.  I am  afraid,  how- 
ever, that  these  are  paid  little  attention  to  in  the  very 
places  where  most  required,  and  it  is  a question  how  best 
to  reach  those  quarters. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  during  May,  June,  and 
July,  especially  in  the  Farn  worth  end  of  the  township, 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  St.  John’s  and  the 
New  Jerusalem  Schools  for  several  weeks.  This  has  been 
almost  an  annual  event,  and  will  coutinue  so  if  other  steps 
are  not  taken  to  stop  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Notification  might  be  expensive  at  times,  but  not  so 
much  so  as  the  loss  caused  by  the  waste  of  teachers  and 
children’s  time. 

I have  visited  with  your  Inspector  the  chief  nuis- 
ances he  has  found,  especially  houses  requiring  orders  for 
Cleansing  and  Whitewashing, and  those  unfit  for  habitation. 
We  also  in  the  Autumn  made  our  systematic  inspection  of 
the  whole  district.  There  was  again  improvement.  The 
backyards  were  on  the  whole  cleaner,  and  less  blocked  up 
with  Hencoats,  &c.,  fewer  defective  slop  pipes  were  seen 
or  leaking  and  broken-down  privies.  Most  of  the  evils 
I pointed  out  last  year  had  been  remedied,  but  the  follow- 
ing still  remain.  Cemetery  Road  and  Dale  Street  with- 
out proper  sewer,  the  open  one  in  front  of  the  last  being 
very  dangerous.  Back  John  Street  and  Grerrard  Street 
not  paved  or  sewered.  Top  end  of  Church  Street,  not 
properly  paved  or  sewered.  Yards  and  Closets  at  one 
end  of  Primrose  Street,  still  wet  and  unsatisfactory. 
Seddon  Square  unpaved.  We  also  found  a wet  uncovered 
ashpit,  built  against  the  wall  of  No.  3 Mather  Street.  In 
Walton  Place,  the  ashpit  surroundings  were  very  wet  and 
dirty,  and  some  flagging  necessary. 

Jackson  and  Oak  Street  had  several  dirty  yards 
containing  fowls.  Clifton  Street  also  had  some  fowls, 
and  one  had  part  of  the  back-yard  enclosed,  so  as  to  make 


a Wash-house.  This  is  no  doubt  convenient  but  should 
not  be  allowed,  as  it  interferes  with  the  light  and  ventila- 
tion of  the  living*  room.  The  same  thing  was  found  at 
the  back  of  a shop  in  Lower  Market  Street,  and  a house  at 
the  bottom  of  Stoneclough.  The  houses  at  the  bottom 
of  Slackey  Brow  were  badly  supplied  with  closets,  and  two 
had  slop  pipes  too  short.  Four  houses  in  Lower  Market 
Street  have  to  join  at  one  closet.  There  is  no  room  for 
more,  but  water  closets  should  be  built. 

Edward  Street  was  very  dirty  and  in  want  of  paving. 
Back  Fletcher  Street  drain  defective  : should  be  entirely 
relaid  and  the  slop  pipes  properly  connected.  Warm- 
Hole  houses  found  unfit  for  habitation,  if  considerable  alter- 
ations are  not  made.  Some  Yards  in  Taylor’s  Buildings 
and  Old  House  Croft,  dirty,  unpaved,  and  containing  fowls. 

Schools.- — St.  John’s  was  as  usual  found  very  sat- 
isfactory, the  rooms  being  well  ventilated  and  the  play- 
grounds paved,  good  and  dry.  The  Hew  Jerusalem  was 
just  as  bad.  I have  twice  before  drawn  your  attention 
to  this  but  without  effect.  The  ventilation  is  bad,  the 
walls  dirty  and  in  want  of  paint,  floor  dirty,  playground 
wet  and  dirty,  privies  abominable  and  simply  unfit  for  use. 
I consider  the  School  should  be  closed  till  put  into  a sani- 
tary state.  St.  Stephen’s  good  as  far  as  their  old 
fashioned  style  will  allow.  Kearsley  Mount  Wesleyans 
also  good,  but  the  playground  would  be  better  for  paving 
or  asphalting.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  Lower 
Kearsley  Wesleyan,  where  the  closets  had  been  improved 
but  would  be  much  better  altered  to  water  closets. 

Slaughter  Houses  were  generally  satisfactory,  though 
some  are  in  very  congested  and  unsuitable  neighbour- 
hoods, and  one  in  Old  Hall  Street  requires  the  grid  taking 
outside. 

Bake-houses  also  satisfactory,  but  Seddons’  is  too 
closed  in  at  the  back,  and  the  house-yard  too  small,  and 
Hamer’s  required  whitewashing. 


Cow-shed  and  Dairies  have  been  greatly  improved 
during  the  last  ten  years  as  regards  air  and  light,  but  I am 
afraid  too  little  care  is  still  taken  to  keep  the  cattle  and 
milkers  clean,  and  in  other  ways  to  prevent  contamination 
of  the  milk.  This  at  present  seems  to  be  no  one’s  duty  but 
the  sooner  it  is,  the  better. 

Factories  and  Workshops  call  for  no  complaint 
excepting  a want  of  whitewashing  in  one  in  Ann  Street, 
and  closet  accommodation  at  Holden’s,  Kearsley  Moor. 
This  is  the  third  time  I have  complained,  excuses  and 
promises  have  been  made,  but  it  is  making  a farce  of  the 
matter  to  let  them  continue. 

Much  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  result  of  the 
Smoke  Observations  which  have  been  taken.  AY  arnings 
only  do  good  for  a very  short  time,  and  more  active  steps 
should  be  taken,  in  at  any  rate  two  instances. 

I,  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

i).  C.  GAMES,  M.D. 
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Kearsley  Urban  District  Council. 


Inspector  of  Jfxdsances  Report. 


Council  Offices, 

Kearsley, 

Faenworth, 

February,  22nd,  1906, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kearsley  District  Council , 
Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  to  you  my  fifth  Annual  Report,  I wish  to  state 
that  a large  portion  of  the  undermentioned  work  has  been  carried  out 
through  my  having  visited  the  owners  and  persons  responsible  for  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  the  various  premises,  and  pointing  out  the 
necessity  of  the  work  required  to  be  done.  In  a great  many  cases  the 
work  has  been  carried  out  without  the  necessity  of  serving  notices. 


Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with: — 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  . . . . 321 

Notices  served  . . . . . . . . 98 

Letters  written  respecting  Nuisances  . . . . 59 

Description  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  : — 

To  open,  clean  out,  and  flush  choked  drains  . . 20 

Construct  proper  drains  . . . . . . 27 

Fix  stench  trapped  gullies  . . . . * • 43 

Unnecessary  gullies  removed  . . . . 12 

Repair  broken  slop  pipes  . . . . . . 37 

Yards  flagged  or  paved  . . . . . . 5 

Ashpits  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . 24 

Open,  clean  out,  and  flush  choked  water  closets  . . 10 

Fill  up  and  repair  insanitary  ashpits  . . . . 36 

Additional  ashpits  rebuilt  . . . . . . 1 1 

Limewash,  cleanse  and  purify  houses  on  certificate 

of  Medical  Officer  . . . . . . 14 

Houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  , . 27 

Defective  easing  trough  and  downspouts  . . 9 

Abate  Nuisances  caused  by  the  keeping  of  animals.  . 2 

Remove  accumulations  or  deposits  of  refuse  . . 4 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  . . . . . . 40 


Total 321 


I have  submitted  to  you  a report  upon  the  street  gullies  all 
over  the  district. 

I have  also  reported  upon  one  section  ot  the  district,  of  all 
cases  not  having  one  ashpit  for  each  house.  A report  upon  the  other 
portion  is  in  course  of  preparation. 


Infectious  Disease. 

There  were  30  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  during 

1905. 


One  case  of  Diptheria  being  removed  to  hospital. 

Number  of  Notifications 30 

Houses  revisited 95 

Rooms  fumigated 30 

1 have  visited  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  as  early 
as  possible  and  given  printed  and  verbal  instructions  where  necessary, 
as  to  the  proper  means  of  isolation  of  the  patient,  also  as  to  the 
disinfection  of  the  clothing  and  surroundings. 

At  the  termination  of  each  case  the  house  was  fumigated,  and 
all  necessary  steps  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Careful  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  drains,  privies,  and 
milk  supplies,  and  surroundings,  and  defects  found  have  been  remedied. 


ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFICATIONS,  1905. 


Disease. 

Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Juii 

July 

Aug 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

C J u. 

"cS 

0 

H 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 

‘ > 

O 

1 

1 

1 

1 

18 

Typhoid  Fever.. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Erysipelas  . . . . 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

3 

6 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

30 

Food  Inspection. 

Slaughter  Houses,  Fish,  Fruit,  and  Butchers’  Shops  have  been 
periodically  inspected.  No  food  having  been  seized  during  the  year. 

Factory  and  Workshops. 

Have  been  inspected  along  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Daries,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

During  the  year  these  have  been  periodically  inspected. 


SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

Eleven  Smoke  observations  have  been  taken,  result — 


Mill. 

Date. 

Time. 

Black 

Smoke 

Moder- 

ate. 

Slight 

None. 

Total.  | 

Eagle  Dyeing  Co.  Ld. 

Jan.  23 

1-35  to  2-35  pan. 

mins. 

3 

mins . 

10J 

mins , 

16! 

mins, 

30 

m in  s 

60 

Eagle  Dyeing  Co.  Ld. 

June  9 

4-50  to  5-50  p.m 

n 

8 

13! 

31 

60 

Eagle  Dyeing  Co.  Ld. 

12 

4-40  to  5-40  pan. 

13 

22 

13! 

11 

60 

Eagle  Dyeing  Co.  Ld 

Sep.  12 

5-4  to  6-4  p.m. 

4 

4 

17! 

34! 

60 

Eagle  Dyeing  Co.  Ld. 

„ 20 

4-32  to  5-32  p.m 

io| 

• 

15 

18! 

16 

60 

Eagle  Dyeing  Co.  Ld. 

„ 22 

11  to  12  a m. 

8! 

4! 

39! 

60 

Eagle  Dyeing  Co  Ld. 

Dec.  8 

2 to  3 p m. 

3! 

7! 

26 

23 

60 

Yinsp  "Rose  Mill 

,,  13 

3-25  to  4-25  pan 

2-50  to  5-50  pan. 

0 

2 

29 

29 

60 

Bent  Street  Mill  . . . . 

„ 21 

0 

n 

8 

501 

60 

Eagle  Dyeing  Co.  Ld. 

„ 22 

2-23  to  3-23  pan. 

7! 

13| 

11 

28 

60 

Banldie] d Mill  

„ 23 

3-23  to  4-23  p.m. 

0 

4! 

4! 

29 

60 

SM»Kt2E9Hcr.t 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WALSH, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


